
 

 

 

June 27, 2022 

The Honorable Eric Adams 
Mayor of New York City 
City Hall 
New York, NY 10007 

Dear Mayor Adams: 

As Dean of the New York Congressional Delegation, I write to express my deep concern with 

New York City’s Department of Education’s excessive funding cuts to public schools in the 
city’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 budget. The FY 2023 budget includes an unprecedented $215 
million funding decrease for New York City’s public schools. Given the considerable academic 
and social-emotional challenges that students, parents, and teachers have dealt with during the 

COVID-19 pandemic, now is not the time to take essential resources away from our city’s public 
schools. I urge your administration to use federal funding allocated in the American Rescue Plan 
Act of 2021 (ARP) to continue funding public schools at the FY 2022 levels. Last month, your 
administration acknowledged that it still had approximately $5 billion in unspent school ARP 

funding. I also request that New York City’s Department of Education redirect spending from 
central offices to school buildings and reassess school budget allocations as soon as fall 
enrollment data becomes available.  

Amid the dramatic disruptions to our nation’s education systems due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, fully funding our public schools is more important than ever to reverse significant 

learning losses and adequately support our teachers. Under the budget cuts, the majority of our 
city’s public schools will receive a substantial funding cut in FY 2023, with some projected to 
face cuts as high as $2.8 million. It is incredibly difficult for schools to plan around this level of 
uncertainty and funding shortages. For many schools, these cuts will mean laying off staff, 

rolling back plans to hire more teachers, increasing class sizes, and cutting essential art, music, 
mental health, and afterschool programming.  

As you have said, our educators are heroes that help our city value and support every child . 
However, it’s no secret that K-12 education professionals are among the most burned-out 
employees in America. They have had to learn how to teach children over Zoom, help teens deal 

with deteriorating mental health, and navigate changing COVID-19 protocols. Along the way, 



 

 

they've been asked to risk their health and their lives as they worked through the height of the 
pandemic and mass school shootings. In tandem with an already underpaid and overworked 
profession, these hardships threaten to dramatically increase our nation’s teacher shortage. That’s 

why I fought to secure $122 billion in federal funding for the Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER) in ARP. It’s also why I am so proud that due to ARP ESSER 
funding, local governments added more than 279,000 education jobs in 2021–the best calendar 
year of jobs growth since records began in 1956–and added nearly 46,000 jobs in the first two 

months of 2022. Schools have already seen a 65 percent increase in social workers and a 17 
percent increase in counselors relative to before the start of the pandemic. For the sake of our 
nation’s students and education professionals alike, it’s vital tha t the momentum of this recovery 
continues.  

New York City’s education budget should be responsive to the trauma that students, parents, and 
education professionals have endured throughout the pandemic. It is more important now than 

ever that our public schools and education professionals have the support they need . Now is the 
time to strengthen our investment in our city’s young people, not weaken it.  

It is a matter of utmost urgency that your administration addresses this issue as soon as possible.  
Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Sincerely,  

 

  

________________________ 
Jerrold Nadler 

Member of Congress 


